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HEAD AND NECK. 

A Report of Twenty-two Cases of Intubation of the 
Larynx. By James B. Bam., M.D. (London). The author reports 
twenty-two cases, ranging in age from thirteen months to eight years, 
in ten of which recovery occurred. The indication for intubation in 
every case was acute laryngeal stenosis threatening the life of the child, 
tracheotomy being the only alternative. Two cases were due to 
traumatic causes, swallowing very hot tea and carbolic acid, and the 
rest to laryngitis, simple or membranous. In five cases the disease 
was secondary to measles, and four of these died. In seven cases 
tracheotomy was afterward performed, chiefly because the tube seemed 
to be clogged with membrane or secretions, but all of these died. In 
the cases which recovered the tube was left in place from three to 
thirteen days, eight being the average. The thread was allowed to 
remain in four cases, in one of which it was used by the child to drag 
the tube out. In the remainder it was removed immediately after the 
introduction of the tube, and the author considers this the best plan. 
The author remarks on the fact that the bloodless character of intuba¬ 
tion will cause the family to permit it, when operation would be posi¬ 
tively declined, and cites two cases in point .—London Lancet, 
November 26, 1892. 

James K. Pilcher (U. S. Army). 

CHEST AND ABDOMEN. 

I. Statistics of Cases of Empyema Treated from 1874 
to 1891. By J. C. Holst (Christiania, Norway). The writer pre¬ 
sents the statistics of twenty-three cases of empyema treated from 
1874 to 1891. The cases were irregularly distributed through these 
seventeen years ; in a tew places there was a tendency to endemic 
cumulation. < )ut of these twenty-three cases eleven recovered 
and twelve not cured. Three of the latter were in such a condition 
that the operation was not undertaken. The average duration of the 
disease, before operation, was, in the cases that recovered, 5.6 weeks ; 
in one, 20 weeks. On the contrary, in those not cured by opera- 
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lion, it was 1 1.5 weeks. The primary affection in four was pneumo¬ 
nia, in four pleuritis, and in two influenza. I11 three cases there was 
expectoration of a purulent sputa, all of which ended fatally, though 
one was operated on. In one of those operated on who was not cured 
by the operation, fetid pus was found. In this case the empyema was 
ascribed to a tall, with probable lesion of the lung. As to complica¬ 
tions among those operated on with success, in one there was peri¬ 
carditis and in another erysipelas (twice). In those unsuccessfully 
operated on purulent pericarditis was noticed once, tuberculosis once, 
in one case pleuritis appeared on the opposite side, and in two multi- 
locular encapsulation. Since 1884 the writer resects one of the ribs, 
either the sixth, seventh or eighth, with subsequent irrigation with a 
solution of boric acid. The irrigation is repeated only in case of a 
purulent discharge. In 1891 he had operated upon three cases, among 
which influenza was the cause in two, while the third was of traumatic 
origin. In this latter the discharge was fetid, with later appearing 
subcutaneous and multiple abscesses, which were partly absorbed. All 
these three cases went on to a successful termination .—Norsk Mitga- 
un for I.aegeviilenskabfii. p. 45, 1892. 

II. Cancer of the Caecum and Its Extirpation. By 

M. W. ak Sci-UM.TKN (Helsingfors, Finland). The writer operated, 
successfully, upon a cancer of the caecum and ascending colon. The 
degenerated piece of intestine was resected, circular intestinal sutures 
applied, and the intestine replaced in the abdomen. The whole sub¬ 
ject is completely considered, with regard to diagnosis, treatment, 
prognosis, etc.— Non/iskt Mcdicinskt Arkiv, Bd. 11, Haft 3, 1S92. 

III. Treatment of Gangrenous and Possibly Gangre¬ 
nous Hernia. By Thorkij.d Rovsinc (Copenhagen, Denmark). 
The writer, after describing Boulsen’s method of treating gangrenous 
hernia by freely drawing forth the intestine and keeping it under 
observation for a short period, is of the opinion that this method will 
be found of service in treating suspicious cases. All the suspected 
portion of intestine is drawn out of the abdomen and kept under 



